
 

 

St John the Baptist Church, Tisbury 
reflecting Jesus Christ   

 
 
 

Sunday 25th May 2025    The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

       Rogation 
Today’s Service    
 

9.30am Benefice Communion  Martha’s Down 
 

President and Preacher: The Rt Revd Andrew Rumsey, Bishop of Ramsbury 
 

Please note this change to our usual service pattern, and to the published rota 
 

The churches of the proposed Upper Nadder Benefice gather at Martha’s Down for a special service led by the Bishop 

of Ramsbury.  All are warmly invited to come.  Martha’s Down is a field off Chicklade Road, Hindon, and will be 

signposted from the B3089 at Hindon.  The post code given in last week’s newsletter was unfortunately incorrect. 
 

Please bring your own chair!  A small number of chairs will be available for those who can’t bring one. 
 

This is the only service in the western part of the Nadder Valley Benefice on 25th May. 
 

Thursday 29th May    Ascension Day 
 

6.30pm Parish Communion 
 

President and Preacher: The Revd Nigel Worn 
 

Missa Brevis Sancti Joannis de Deo   J Haydn  

Introit: The eternal gates lift up their heads   Christopher Tye 

Hymns: 130 Hail the day that sees him rise; 443 Rejoice, the Lord is King  

Gospel Acclamation for Ascension   plainsong      271 Alleluya, sing to Jesus  

During Communion: O God the King of glory   Henry Purcell 

Final hymn: NHWS 37 Christ triumphant 

Organ voluntary: Alleluyas  Simon Preston 
 

Next Sunday, 1st June    The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

       The Sunday after Ascension Day 
 

9.30am Pet Service  in the Churchyard (weather permitting)  
 

Led by Canon Judy Anderson 
 

Do come to this informal service, with or without a pet!  In the case of bad weather, the service will be in church – 

with the pets, of course.  Refreshments will be served after the service. 
 

For your prayers   
 

In our linked Provinces of Sudan and South Sudan, please pray for Archbishops Justin and Alepayo as 

they seek to discern a new Bishop for Cueibet Diocese.  Please also pray for support for Internally 

Displaced Persons in Cueibet and South Sudan. 
 

A prayer for Rogationtide: 

Creator God, whose will it is that the earth and the sea should bear fruit in due season: bless the labours 

of those who work on land and sea, grant us a good harvest and the grace always to rejoice in your 

fatherly care; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

A prayer for Ascension Day: 

Father in heaven, our minds were prepared for the coming of your kingdom when you took Christ beyond our sight 

so that we might seek him in glory.  May we follow where he has led and find our hope in his glory, for he is Lord for 

ever.  Amen. 
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The Collect and Readings for Ascension Day 
 

The Collect 
 

Grant, we pray, almighty God, that as we believe your only-begotten Son our Lord Jesus Christ to have ascended into 

the heavens, so we in heart and mind may also ascend and with him continually dwell; who is alive and reigns with 

you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The First Reading: Acts 1.1-11 
 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the day when he was 

taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  After his 

suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty 

days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but 

to wait there for the promise of the Father.  ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.’ 
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the kingdom to 

Israel?’  He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’  When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and 

a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men 

in white robes stood by them.  They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven?  This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 
 

The Gospel: Luke 24.44-53 
 

Jesus said to the disciples, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written 

about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.’  Then he opened their minds to 

understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the 

dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things.  And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’ 
 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.  While he was blessing them, he 

withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 

joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.  

 

Lent Boxes 
 

Thank you to all who took Lent Boxes to support WaterAid UK.  Please would you bring your box back, to any 

service, by the end of this month, so that we can send our donation to the charity. 
 

Sunday 8th June  Open Farm Sunday 
 

Quentin and Maggie invite you to visit Cools Farm, East Knoyle, SP3 6DB, to see this example of regenerative farming.  

There are cattle, sheep and chickens as well as tractors, and why not enjoy a burger lunch or a cream tea, and a 

woodland walk?     07935 943699     CoolsFarmOrganics@gmail.com 
 

Sunday 8th June 3.00pm Concert at St John’s 
 

On Sunday 8th June, Norton Wind - a group of professionally trained and highly experienced amateur players - will 

be performing at St John’s the rare version for nine wind instruments (arranged in Beethoven's lifetime by Georg 

Druschetzky) of Beethoven's tuneful Septet.  The concert will last less than an hour and will be followed by 

refreshments.  Free entry, but donations for the church please. 
 

Saturday 14th June Village Fete 
 

Jessica is co-ordinating stalls in aid of St John’s Church at the fete, organised by Tisbury Parish Council, on 14th June.  

Last year our stalls raised a wonderful sum for the church, and we hope to do equally well this year – or even surpass 

last year’s total of well over £900.  There will again be a cakes & produce stall and a plant stall.   
 

Two ways you can support our stalls: 

• Please contact Jessica if you can offer to help, if you would like to be part of a small group organising our stalls, or 

if you have any suggestions: jess.cradock@btinternet.com or 0748 38 46 950 

• Plant up seedlings or self-seeded plants from you garden so that we have a really good selection of plants to sell 
 

And do put the date in your diary and plan to go along and support the fete! 
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