
 

 

St John the Baptist Church, Tisbury 
reflecting Jesus Christ   

 
 
 

Sunday 18th May 2025    The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Today’s Services    
 

9.30am Parish Communion 
 

President and Preacher: The Revd Canon Michael Goater 
 

Communion setting Grayston Ives 

Hymns: 124 Ye choirs of new Jerusalem; 115 Now the green blade riseth 

Easter Gospel Acclamation: Modal Alleluia Daniel Ficarri / Stuart Robinson 

296 Lord enthroned in heavenly splendour 

During Communion: Bread of the world in mercy broken   Antony Baldwin 

338 At the name of Jesus (omit verse 6) 

Organ Voluntary: Processional  William Mathias 
 

6.00pm Choral Evensong 
 

Led by Canon Judy Anderson 
 

Introit: Cantate Domino  Pitoni 

Setting: Stanford in B flat Responses Richard Seal                    Psalm 98 

Hymns: 101 The Lamb’s high banquet we await (omit * verses); 251 Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear 

Anthem: Locus Iste   Anton Bruckner 

Organ Voluntary: Final (from Tryptique) Jean Langlais 
 

Services during the week 
 

Holy Communion is celebrated on Wednesdays at 10.00 (CW) and on Fridays at 08.00 (BCP) 

Morning Prayer is said online via Zoom on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 08.00 – the link may be found on our website. 
 

Next Sunday, 25th May   The Sixth Sunday of Easter - Rogation 
 

9.30am Benefice Communion  Martha’s Down 
 

President and Preacher: The Rt Revd Andrew Rumsey, Bishop of Ramsbury 
 

Please note this change to our usual service pattern, and to the published rota 
 

The churches of the proposed Upper Nadder Benefice gather at Martha’s Down, SP3 6DJ, for a special service led by 

the Bishop of Ramsbury.  All are warmly invited to come.  This is the only service in the western part of the Nadder 

Valley Benefice on 25th May. 
 
 

Advance notice:  Sunday 1st June at 9.30am   Pet Service  
 

On Sunday 1st June, we shall be holding a pet service in the churchyard at 9.30am.  Do come, with or without a pet! 
 

In Memoriam 
 

A service of thanksgiving for the life of the late Michael Smith will be held at St John’s at 1.00pm on Friday 23rd May.  

Please pray for his family and friends at this time of loss. 
 

Old Fonthill Abbey Gardens  Sunday 18th May 
 

The grounds of Old Fonthill Abbey, SP3 6SP, will be open between 10.30am and 4.30pm, in aid of Cure Parkinson’s 

and local charities.  Come and enjoy a walk around the woods and lake and admire the bluebells – donations on the 

gate (£10 suggested donation).  Why not enjoy BBQ sausages for lunch, or a cup of tea with delicious home-made 

cake?  Dogs welcome on leads. 
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The Collect for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and opened to us the gate of 

everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual 

help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

The First Reading: Acts 11.1-18 
 

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the word of God.  So 

when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised 

men and eat with them?’  Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘I was in the city of Joppa praying, 

and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its 

four corners; and it came close to me.  As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 

birds of the air.  I also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.”  But I replied, “By no means, Lord; for 

nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.”  But a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What 

God has made clean, you must not call profane.”  This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to 

heaven.  At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were.  The Spirit 

told me to go with them and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 

me, and we entered the man’s house.  He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send 

to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will 

be saved.”  And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning.  And I 

remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.”  If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was 

I that I could hinder God?’  When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God has 

given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’ 
 

The Gospel: John 13.31-35 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.  If God 

has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you 

only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot 

come.”  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

 

For your prayers   
 

In our linked Provinces of Sudan and South Sudan, please pray for Archbishops Justin and Alepayo as 

they seek to discern a new Bishop for Cueibet Diocese.  Please also pray for support for Internally 

Displaced Persons in Cueibet and South Sudan. 
 

We pray for the church throughout the world; for faithfulness in worship and joy in service.  May all 

Christians love one another as Christ loves us. 
 

We pray for our world, for justice and prosperity for all for its people and for respect and care for the 

whole of creation. 
 

We continue to pray for the process of the reorganisation of the Nadder Valley Benefice as the legal aspects continue 

with the Church Commissioners, that all will go smoothly. 

 

Lent Boxes 
 

Thank you to all who took Lent Boxes to support WaterAid UK.  Please would you bring your box back, to any 

service, by the end of this month, so that we can send our donation to the charity. 

 

Not long to the Village Fete! 
 

Jessica is co-ordinating stalls in aid of St John’s Church at the fete, organised by Tisbury Parish Council, on 14th June.  

Last year our stalls raised a wonderful sum for the church, and we hope to do equally well this year – or even surpass 

last year’s total of well over £900.  There will again be a cakes & produce stall and a plant stall.   
 

Two ways you can support our stalls: 

• Please contact Jessica if you can offer to help, if you would like to be part of a small group organising our stalls, or 

if you have any suggestions: jess.cradock@btinternet.com or 0748 38 46 950 

• Plant up seedlings or self-seeded plants from you garden so that we have a really good selection of plants to sell 
 

And do put the date in your diary and plan to go along and support the fete! 
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